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a political dispute. On November 5, the day on
which William III had landed at Tor Bay, a
High Church parson. Dr. Henry Sacheverell,
preached a sermon in St. Paul's Cathedral con-
demning the doctrines of the Glorious Revolu-
tion. This infuriated the Whig Government,
while Godolphin, whose Whiggism was scarcely
noticeable, was offended at what he thought to
be a personal attack on himself in the sermon.
So the decision was taken to impeach Sacheverell
for high treason. He was condemned in the
House of Lords by a few votes, but received a
purely nominal punishment. The effect of im-
peaching a somewhat obscure clergyman for a
sermon was -disastrous for the Whigs. The
Opposition Tories were able to raise their old
battle-cry, " The Church in danger ! " - an
alarm to which even Marlborough's own chaplain
succumbed. Property owners were also con-
cerned at the subversive republican ideas which
they detected in the terms of the impeachment.
From this time onwards it became obvious that
a General Election would mean the defeat of the
Government, and Queen Anne, now out of sym-
pathy with the Marlboroughs, discarded cronies
of her younger days, joyfully awaited the Whigs3
overthrow.

Taking advantage of the Government's de-
moralization, Harley, the Queen's secret Tory
adviser, began to detach the weaker members of
the Cabinet from their loyalty to the Whig Junto
and to Godolphin. He held out to them promises
of high office in a reconstructed Cabinet and
first preference shares in the Queen's favour.